
December 2018  

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian:  

The district will be kicking off its Young Author program this month. The Young Author program gives 
students the opportunity to write their own book. Books are then judged at the building and district 
levels. District level winners are invited to participate in the state’s Young Authors’ Conference in 
Bloomington/Normal. This year the district will also be hosting a “Young Authors’ Showcase Night” 
where district level winners will have the option of doing a reading of their book for the community. Listed 
below are some guidelines for Young Authors books. We hope your child will be interested in 
participating this year!  

Details:  -The Young Authors program is voluntary and books are completed at home. Many teachers 
offer support in the classroom through editing and feedback if needed.  

-Final books are due: February 13, 2019  

-There is no cost to participate.  

Requirements:  -Books must be an original idea of the child. Books can certainly be transcribed or 
typed by a parent, but the story must come solely from the child.  

-Books must have a substantial cover (such as a cardstock cover, plastic cover, blank book with cover, 
etc.)  

-Books may be fiction or nonfiction, and can be written in a variety of formats (picture book, graphic 
novel, etc.). Books may be written in English or Spanish.  

-Books may be co-authored with up to two students. Both names should appear as authors.  

-Illustrations must be original student photographs or artwork.  

Building and district winners will be announced in March. District winners will be awarded a plaque 
and recognition at a School Board meeting. They will also have the option to share a reading of their 
book at our District Young Authors’ Night and attend the state Young Authors’ conference in May.  

If you have any questions about the program, please contact your classroom teacher. We look forward 
to seeing all the great books submitted for our Young Authors’ program!  


